Abstract: Superficial mycoses are fungal infections restricted to the stratum corneum and to the hair shafts, with no penetration in the epidermis; they are: white piedra, black piedra, tinea versicolor, and tinea nigra. This study presents images of mycological tests performed in the laboratory, as well as exams performed at the authors office, in order to improve the dermatologist's knowledge about the diagnosis of these dermatoses, which are common in many countries. Actual superficial mycoses are fungal infections of the corneum layer or hair cuticle, in which the host's cell-mediated immune response is minimal or absent. The presence of fungus is rarely symptomatic, which makes infection chronic. They are: white piedra, black piedra, tinea nigra, and pityriasis versicolor.
s Skin mycoses are frequent causes of dermatological medical appointments in Brazil, whether in public or private healthcare services. 1 These are fungal infections that affect superficial layers of the skin, hair, and nails, and may be clinically classified as superficial mycoses or deep mycoses. Superficial mycoses are divided into actual superficial mycoses, superficial cutaneous mycoses, and superficial cutaneous-mucosal mycoses. 2, 3 Actual superficial mycoses are fungal infections of the corneum layer or hair cuticle, in which the host's cell-mediated immune response is minimal or absent. The presence of fungus is rarely symptomatic, which makes infection chronic. They are: white piedra, black piedra, tinea nigra, and pityriasis versicolor.
2,4,5
White piedra is a dermatosis caused by the yeasts of the 5 It is characterized by multiple scaling macular lesions, whose colors vary from white to brownish ( Figure 1 ). 2, 4, 5, 6 As these are mycoses, the gold standard for their diagnosis is the identification of fungal agents by means of direct mycological examination (DME), viewed under an optical microscope, associat- In white piedra, DME reveals hyaline nodules consisting of arthroconidia and some blastoconidia. The culture is white-yellowish yeast-like, with a cerebriform aspect. In micromorphology, it is possible to view rectangular, oval, or round arthroconidia, as well as the presence of blastoconidia ( Figure 2 ).
In black piedra, DME reveals dark nodules attached to the shaft, containing several ascus, with two to eight fusiform, curved ascospores. The culture is dark, and its growth is slow ( Figure 3 ).
In tinea nigra, DME reveals dematiaceous septate hyphae, 
